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Sir: 

Applicant appreciates the courtesies shown to Applicant's representative by Examiner 
Vaughn in the February 7, 2006 personal interview. Applicant's separate record of the 
substance of the interview is incorporated into the following remarks. 

During the interview. Applicant's representative asserted that Moran and Oberteuffer 
do not, alone or in permissible combination, teach or suggest a handheld playback device 
"that outputs a playback start signal of the sound data with the switch in a first position and a 
playback end signal of the sound data with the switch in a second position," as recited in 
independent claims 1, 5 and 23. Further, Applicant's representative asserted that Moran and 
Oberteuffer do not, alone or in permissible combination, teach or suggest a handheld 
playback device "that plays back sound data stored from the input time of a writing 
information unit till the input time of a next writing information unit," as recited in 
independent claim 12. 
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Examiner Vaughn indicated that he will further review the switch feature of the 
handheld playback device in light of the applied references and perform an updated search for 
other related art before issuing the next Office Action. 

Li view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of claims 1-23 are 
eamestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted. 



James^. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 




Holly N. Moore 
Registration No. 50,212 



JAO:HNM/cfr 



Date: February 17, 2006 



Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 
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Please grant any extension 

necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 



